assistance. Readers of his Sicilian article, already mentioned, may recollect that in the Preface to it he said, writing on the 2Oth September 1875, that then " for the first time, he had begun to think that he was getting old"; and certainly when I look back to the condition he was in, at the time I am speaking of, it is a matter of great congratulation that he lived, and was fit for the most difficult work, more than sixteen years. He told me then that he was correcting the proofs of the fifth, and was far on with the sixth, volume of his Origines, adding that when that book was done he hoped to write, in three volumes, the history of the Jews. He was very happy, too, to find that his address, delivered at the Hague during the commemoration of Spinoza, had been much appreciated by persons whom he respected. I remember, too, that on this occasion he talked to me much about Dupanloup and Saint-Nicolas du Char-donnet in the tone in which, as we have already seen, he wrote about them some years later.
I saw him again just three days after the famous Seize Mai. He much condemned the action of the Government, as tending to throw France quite unnecessarily into new adventures. At the same time he did not feel at all sure that the Republicans were not over confident in being